
GM Thoughts December 2011  
 
 

What an incredible year! December is so often a time to look back, a time to consider 
how good God is, a time to count up those blessings He has chosen to bestow on us. It 
is also obviously a time of celebration, a time to remember the birth of our King. As we 
consider this time, also consider this child like prayer. On behalf of us all here at Totara 
Springs, have a wonderful Christmas and trust that God will continue to bless in 2012. 

 
Richard 
 
Dear God, thank you for sending your son Jesus to earth as a little baby. Thank you for 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ Iƛǎ ōƛǊǘƘΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ WŜǎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ LΩƳ 

growing, and thank you especially for dying on the cross for my sin to take the punish-
ment for me. Let me know your love in my life every day. Thank you for sending the Holy 

Spirit to help me live the way I should. Thank you, Jesus, for being the best gift of all. 
Amen. 

So, whatôs been happening here at Totara Springs? 

 

End of year school camps have featured hugely this past month with 12 schools 
coming through. Thrown in the pot are Creative memories, Brownies and other 

community and Church groups.   
We have also been doing quite a lot of work around the place ðthe playground is 

getting a face lift, itôs being pulled apart, sanded, painted and put back together 
again with some additions to it. The pool area has also had a tidy up, see the   

before and after photos below. This is Stage one of this project and will be       
ongoing,  culminating in a lovely fresh looking area in the future. Thank you to 

those who volunteered and donated to assist with these projects.  
 

 



 

And then, we have the Oxidation Pond ðthis has finally got underway again after 
the winter and spring rains ðthe pictures are of 

the liners going in, a huge task!  You can get an 
idea of the size of the pond by these photos also.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Coming Up:  
   

14 camps in December, 9 camps in January = over 3,000 people !!!  

A youth sports camp, school groups, some just for the day a Church group and the 

first of our Family camps.  Our Family camps are always special, we have over 400 

come and stay and for a lot of families this is their annual holiday that they have 

been saving for all year.  Our theme this year is Legend of the Lost Spring and is 

loosely based around National Treasure and Indianna Jones.  The first of these 

camps is now full.  The second one starts on 3rd January and is also nearly full up. 

We have our usual kids camps during the January holidays following a similar 

theme to Family Camp ðTreasure Seekers (kids) and Summer Explorers (Jkids), 

whilst the teens have a great Summer camp planned.  Check out our website for 

more information.  

The next newsletter from us will be in February, so we would like to take this 

chance to wish you a Happy Christmas and New Year.  Thank you for partnering 

with us this year and we look forward to seeing you next year.  

Prayer  Praise  

For those who have gone to a Quality    

Living programme, that they will            
remember what they have learnt and put it 

into practice.  

For the great weather that has enabled 

work to re -start on the pond  

Safe trips for our summer staff &          

volunteers as they start coming to help us 
out during our busy summer  

Safety around camp with all our 

groups coming and going  

For staff as we break for our shut down 

week prior to Christmas  

For busy times and times to share 

what God has done in our lives  


